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MARINE MAMMALS COMMITTEE

1. Thc Chairman, Mr. Jén Jénsson opcned the meeting and the Agenda
was adopted by the Committcc,.

2. The noninal role of Comnittee nembers was called and the nanmes of
ncw nenbers and substitute menbers for the meeting noted.

3+ The Chairman presented the Administrative Report for 1967 and called
for connents and discussion of the Report (Agenda iten 4).

Professor Ruud (Norway) cxpressed appreciation of work done by Canada
and the United Kingdon (especially in relation to the Seal Unit of the Natural
Environnent Research Council). He regretted that representotives of the USSR
werce not present to report on statistics on scals in the White Sea.

Dr. Sprules (Canada) indicated the Canadian work on seals was being reported
to ICNAF but indicated that some reports on the Canadian whale rescarch work
night bec included in the Annales Biologiques. In roply to a question by
Professor Ruud, he bricfly outlined the whale research work being conducted
by Dr. E.D, Mitchell.

Dr. Hult (Sweden) said that work on grey seals in the Baltic, especinlly
with regard to danage of salmon fishing gear, mmd on the age composition of tho
stock, was started Iast ycar and he hoped to prescnt a roport on this work to
the meeting next ycar.

Dr. P.M. Hansen (Dennark) said that it was hoped to start work on whales
and gscals in Greenland. Catches of ninke whales werc being nade there.

4. The Chairman asked for other comments for plans for future work.

Dr, Jonsgaord (Norway) indicated that extensive programmes of rescarch
on snall whalecs were being developed, It was also hoped to exanine the stomach
contents of spern whales taken in Norwegian waters with o view to conmparing
their food with that of spernm whales caught in the Antarctice.

Professor Ruud said that the scal research work carried out by Mr. @ritsland
(orway) will be continued, and, if possible, intensified.

Mr. Brown (U.K,) said that it was hoped to carry out further work on fin,
sei and spern whales.at the Whaling Station in Iceland in 1969.

Dr. Sprules indicated that the seal work will continuec as will the
work on whales in the North-VWest Atlantic.

Mr. Lagarde (France) said that he would check what work on seals is
being donc at present in France.,

Mr. Tionstra (Netherlands) said that work on whales done carlier would
be continucd,.

Mr. Jénsson nentioned that there was material available in his laboratoxry
for an cxanination of the relationship between the distribution of whales and
plankton in Icelandic waters,

5. Agenda item 5. Mr, Brown gave a short report on the nceting of the
Scientific Comnittece of the Imbrnational Whaling Comnission held in Tokyo in
June 1968, He nentioned specifically that an iterm onfin whale stocks in the
North Atlantic would be included in the Comnittee's agenda for its 1969 nceting.

6. Agenda iten 6. Dr. Jonsgaard gave a short report on the meeting on
Age Dotermination in Whales held in Oslo in February 1968 and sunnarised the
nain conclusions relating to balecen whale car plugs and spern whale tecth.
A brief discussion on the problens of interpreting the laminae in ecar plugs
followed this report.

T Agenda itenn 7« The Chairnan drew the attention of the Comnmittee
to a one day necting on the Application of Chenical Devices to Identify Fish
Stocks to be held at the Council's nceting next year. It was agrecd that if
any work on scrological or other sinilar techniques to identify whale or
scal stocks was heing done by nember countries, they might subnit papers on this
work for this nmeecting. )
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8. The Chairnan called cttention to Agonda iten 9. Conrnunciations:
In the abscnce of a representative from the USSR, the rapporteur introduced
Doc.M:2.

The Comnittee felt that this paper preschtcd sonie useful new data on
the relationship between the size and age, and on scveral dinorphisn in this
little know specics,.

9.- .The Comnittee were informed that in the absence of Dr. Sergeant (Canada)
Doc.lT:3 had been withdrawn.

10. Dr. Jonsgaard gave an illustrated report on his paper, Doc.N:4.
In July and August 1968 a cruisc in a snall whaling vessel was undertaken
in the waters of north-west Iceland and off the south-east and south-west
Greenland coasts. 4 three part programme was carriced out for recording
sightings of all whale spececies, for vhale narking, and for studies of ninke
vhales (Balacnoptera acutorostrata) capturcd by the vessel,

Few infornation on the distribution of fin wholes, and on an association
of fin whales and white-beaked dolphins (Lagendrhynchos albirostris) was
obitaincd. HWinetecen whales were cffcctively nmarked including seventecen fin
whales, onc ninke whale and onc spern whale. One of the f£in whales nmarked
off south-cast Greenland was captured cight days later some 280 nautical
niles to the north-cast by an Icelandic whale catcher,

Thirty-six ninke whales were captured during the cruise and biological
collecctions and other data were obtained from thamall.

In the discussion following this contribution, Dr. Hansen outlined what
was previously known of the distribution in Greenland waters of the various
apecics nentioned in the paper. Professor Ruud nmentioned carliecr and current
idcas on the distribution and nigrations of fin whales in the northern waters
of the NWorth Atlantic. The value of the whole nmarking now being undertaken
by Canada, Norway and Iceland in the North Atlantic was stressced,

11. lr. Brown introduced Doc.N:5 and conmbined this with a progress report
on the results in data of work on balcen whales taken in Iceland in 1967.

Dr, Jonggoard indicated that the findings that fish predominated in the
food of sperm whales in Icecland confirned sinilar unpublished information
available from spern whales taken in Norwegian watcrs. It would be inportant
to confirn that this behaviour persisted throughout the whaling gscason in
different arcas.

12« Under Agenda iten 8, Other business, the Chairman opcned o discussion
on the problens of whale nmarking in the North Atlantic. There was genceral
agrecenent by the Comnittee that it was inpoxant to have a central agency for
the storage of copics of records of whale narking carried out in the region
and for the circulation of infornation arorg nenber countrics on the
distribution of marking cffort by species and arceas. Professor Ruud suggested
that the Whale Rescarch Unit of the Hational Institute of Ocecanography be agked
to act as o central agency for whale marking records for the North Atlantic, and
that the Unit be also requested to provide an annual statenent of the marking
carriecd out by nenber countrics for inclusion in the Adninistrative Report.

He pointed out that copies of records of Norwegian and Icclandic whale marking
were alrecady available to the Unit. Dr. Sprules indicated that Canada could
agree to this arrangement if the Comnittee felt it neccespary. Mr. Brown said
that it would be posgidble for the Unit to act as this central agency.

The Chairman raised the question of a standard rcward payment for the
return of whale marks with appropricte data on the capturced whales. In the
absence of information on the anounts payed by the various organisations concerned,
he will circulate nember countries with o view to prescnting such information
at the next nmeeting of the Committee,

The question of publicity for wvhale nmarking was discussed. It was felt
that recoverics from the large whales were being returned fronm whaling stations
without the nced for additional publicity, but it was agreced to recormmend that

p..membor countrics draw the cttention of those interested to the increasing nunbers

of snall vhales of various specics being marked in the North Atlantic.
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(Qﬁ. RECOMMENDATIINS FROM THE MARINE MAMMALS COMMITTEE

That the attention of member countries should be drawn

to the fact that small whales and dolphins of various
et

species are being nmarked in the North Atlantic, and that

ﬂéﬁlﬁ.gﬁfg? may be found in any whales captured by snall-
whalc hunters. It is requested that steps be taken to
inform the persons concerned of the possible prescnce of
narked whales anong their coteh and tc request them to
return to the appropriate authorities any whale marks
rcecovered with the daég,and position of capturce, species,
size and length of the animal in which the mark was found.

4L reward will be paid for all marks returned with such data.
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B. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE MARINE MAMMALS COMMITTEE

B (93) That the Whale Rescarch Unit of the National Institute of
Oceanography of the United Kingdom be asked to act as

\fgél’ a cbntrddl agency for the storage of copics of records
K:QAA cf whale nmarking carricd out by member countries in the
North Atlantic and that information on these whale
norking activities te presentei)annually in the Adnministrative

Report of the Comnittce.
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C. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE MARINE MAMMALS COMMITTEE

¢ (1) The attention of menbers of the Cormittee was drawn to
the Recomnendatdion CeM.1967/2:2 regarding the Application
of%%%emical\ggiiégs to Identify Fish Stocks. Menbers
should ask the workers concerned in the different countries
to contribute papers on their work on this subject in
reclation to Marine Manmnmals for presentation at a neeting

on this subject planned next year.
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